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R.I. celebrates Quinn

hrough mid-November,
I Flickers: the Rhode

|
Island International ' : : o ¥
Film Festivalis celebrating fS 5
the centenary of two-time _ ¥ N
Oscar-winner and Rhode B SET ATl 7
Island-adopted actor Anthony : ; 7 &
Quinn (1915-2001). Program- LG
ming will continue to include 3 § | % .
e vaoor AnonyQun, il and A Bt
libraries throughout the state. star in “Zorba the Greek.” JOURNAL FILE
(Gotohttp://www.film-festi-  PHOTO
val.org for further information.) inrolesthat, amongothers,
Quinn, who spent his last included an array of Mexican,
years on Bristol’s Poppasquash  Italian and Spanish character-
Point (and whose funeral was izations. Nor did old age stem
held at Providence’s First Bap-  his craft. He gave an unfeigned
tist Church), appearedinsome  performance as an Italian variety
150 films shown in theaters. His  store owner with a rebellious son
career spanned more than 60 inLee’s “Jungle Fever” (1991).
years, and his directors ran the Quinn also worked over-

gamut, from Cecil B. De Mille
to Spike Lee. He won Academy
Awards for his performances

seas. “In Europe, an actor is an
artist,” he once said. “In Hol-
lywood, if he isn’t working he’s

in Elia Kazan’s “Viva Zapata” abum.”
(1952) and Vincente Minnelli’s He memorably played Zam -
“Lust for Life” (1956). He was pano the Strongman in Italian
also twice nominated, for “Wild neorealist master Federico
Is the Wind” (1957) and “Zorba  Fellini’s “La Strada” (1954).
the Greek” (1964). Quinn’s brutish character was
Other standout rolesincluded  the antithesis of his naive trav-
his work in Ralph Nelson’s elling companion, Gelsomina,
“Requiem for a Heavyweight” played like sweet music by the
(1962), in which he played Chaplinesque Guilietta Masina.
“Mountain” Rivera, a boxer Quinn evenappearedinan
forced into retirement by years Italian-made screen version
of injuries. In this Stygiandrama, ofthe opera “Cavalleria Rusti-
Quinn completed a marvel- cana,” playing the cart driver
ous troika that included Jackie Alfio. The 3-D movie, in which
Gleason and Mickey Rooney in Quinn and his fellow actors

dramatic parts. Quinn’s perfor-
manceas apipe-smoking Greek
saboteurinJ. Lee Thompson’s

lip-synched to arias performed
by opera singers, was made
in 1953; 10 years later it was

“The Guns of Navarone” (1961) released in this country under
helped tum astandard World the ridiculous title of “Fatal
War II cliffhanger into anactor’s  Desire.”
classroom. He was equally mem- But the talented and com-
orable as a Mexican cow puncher  plex Anthony Quinn was about
wrongly accused of murderin more thanacting. He wasan
William Wellman’s “The OxBow accomplished writer, painter,
Incident” (1943) — one of Hol- sculptor, even jewelry designer.
lywood’s great Westerns. His Bristol home was his art
Born in Chihuahua, Mexico, studio, and life was his inspira-
during the Mexican Revolution, tion. “Ihave livedin a flurry of
Quinn grew up in Los Angeles. images,” Quinn once said, “but
He made his film debut with Iwill go out in a freeze frame.”
abit partin “Parole” (1936),
and worked steadily thereafter —BOBLEDDY
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